
The Bear and the Snail reviews: 

“What do we read with children who have outgrown The Very Hungry Caterpillar, but are 
not yet ready for longer, more intricate stories meant for older preschoolers? 
That hazy in-between stage - around age three - is often underserved, because it poses a 
challenge for creators: to craft a short, condensed story that doesn’t dwell in the world of 
toddlers (potty training, daily routines), but instead gently explores deeper emotional themes. 

Shahar Kober’s first book as both author and illustrator, The Bear and the Snail, is a 
magnetic little gem that manages to build a rich emotional and narrative world in just a few 
words. 
It depicts a forest unlike any other, inhabited by just two animals: a bear and a snail. This 
minimal choice - limiting the world to just two characters - creates depth and focuses the 
child’s attention solely on the two protagonists. 

The bear and the snail share similar habits, but have never spoken to one another, simply 
because when one is awake, the other is asleep. The bear hibernates in the winter; the snail 
aestivates in the summer. Slowly, a relationship develops - even without dialogue. The snail 
always remembers to leave little surprises for the bear and never finishes all the food in the 
forest. He’s generous, even toward someone he’s never met. 

When the bear wakes, he finds the treats left behind. But food is not enough. Both characters 
crave connection, a deeper bond—a sense that beautiful scenery and full bellies aren't quite 
sufficient. 
So the bear makes a bold decision: he’ll stay awake until the snail wakes up. He fights fatigue 
and cold, munches on snacks, splashes his face in the river, and struggles to keep his eyes 
open. 
Just as he’s about to fall asleep, the snail arrives at the cave and softly says: “Thank you for 
waiting for me.” 
The story ends there, as the bear immediately drifts off to sleep. 

In many children’s books, friendship is portrayed as something that requires physical 
presence, back-and-forth dialogue, and shared play. But the behind-the-scenes of friendship - 
the longing for a friend, the loneliness when we don’t have one, the inner workings of turning 
a feeling into an offer of closeness - these are often hidden from children. 
This book gently brings them to the surface. The wish to make someone else happy. The 
emotional labor of generosity. These are the central themes of this rare little gem. 

It’s important that we learn to embrace story endings that aren’t wrapped up too neatly. Not 
every tale needs to end in a wedding. Let children imagine. Let them sit with the question that 
floats above this wonderful story: Will this friendship grow? Or will the constraints of their 
separate sleep cycles keep them from ever truly knowing each other?The ending is a quiet 
celebration of thought -and a good story is one that keeps echoing in the mind of the child 
(and of the adult, too). Perfect for ages 3 to 120.” 

 - Prof. Shay Rudin, Kreat Hova (A Must-Read), children’s literature website. 

 



“This is a story of an unexpected friendship - non-verbal and quietly blooming through small 
gestures and unspoken patience. There’s no “active” relationship as we often define one. And 
yet, the yearning itself, the long wait, the generous acts of leaving food or giving up sleep, the 
choice to care even when there’s no certainty the other will notice - these small actions build 
the foundation of a deep connection. 

The kind of relationship Kober so delicately portrays doesn’t begin with a meeting, but with 
the desire for one - with that fragile, first moment when the heart longs for another. 

The plot is gentle and understated, but the emotional stakes are high. Kober masterfully 
translates that subtlety into illustration - with delicate, precise drawings that capture the 
difference between summer and winter, presence and absence. One double spread in 
particular, where the bear follows the silvery trail the snail left behind all the way to the tree 
where he sleeps - is enough to make your heart tremble. 

This book is filled with emotional depth, and stands as a shining example of how a powerful 
story doesn’t need many words. The heart of the story beats strong - and if you listen closely, 
it just might move yours, too.” 

 - Pnina Gefen, Makor Rishon newspaper 

 

“This is a tender story, filled with soft, heartfelt illustrations, about two friends who, despite 
having very little direct interaction, manage to form a bond through absence itself. 

The narrative doesn’t dwell on what’s missing or on disappointment, but rather gently 
highlights the quiet virtues of patience and care - even when the long-awaited meeting is as 
brief as the blink of an eye. 

It offers young readers an important lesson about waiting, perseverance, and the deep 
meaning that can be found in small acts of kindness and in holding space for another, even 
from afar.” 
 
 - Alma Elliot Hoffmann, Ha’aretz Newspaper 
 

“There are two animals that effortlessly capture children's hearts: the bear and the snail. But 
could there be two animals more different from one another? And yet, despite their 
differences, they seem to share quite a bit in common... 

The bear and the snail live in the same place, but in different seasons: the bear is active 
mainly in summer and hibernates in winter, while the snail is mostly active in winter and 
goes into summer dormancy. Each is aware of the other and takes them into account—but 
will they ever manage to meet? 

The text is short and accompanied by sweet, colorful illustrations that beautifully convey the 
story, a sense of nature and the changing seasons, and give the animals a charming, human-
like quality. 



In my opinion, the book is suited for preschool children up to kindergarten age as a shared 
reading experience. It can serve as a springboard for discussions about the seasons, weather, 
and topics like generosity, friendship, and consideration for others. 

This is a gentle and heartwarming book that introduces children to natural concepts like 
winter and summer dormancy in an engaging and tangible way. It’s also a valuable lesson in 
curiosity and goodwill. 

Suggested reading setting: In winter—snuggled under a blanket; in summer—with a cool, 
refreshing drink”. 

 - Ella book reviewer, Olam HaSfarim (The World of Books) website 

 
 
“The Bear and the Snail is not just another picture book — it’s a gentle and touching story 
about a friendship that blossoms from afar, through small acts of care and kindness. 

The bear and the snail live in the same forest and enjoy the same things, but they’ve never 
met: in winter, the bear hibernates, and in summer, the snail aestivates. Still, they leave little 
surprises for one another—until one day, the bear decides to stay awake, just to meet his 
friend… 

As always, the breathtaking illustrations fill the forest with magic, capturing its beauty in 
both winter and summer, and completing a story that shows how a love for nature and a true 
connection can flourish even without words. 

I was enchanted. That’s the only word that truly describes how I felt while reading.” 

 - Meira Barnea Gilboa – best seller children author 

 

“This is the debut picture book written and illustrated by Shahar Kober, who until now has 
illustrated dozens of books by other authors. Now, both the story and the art are entirely his 
own! 

The gentle optimism of this story reminds us that even when we are far apart - physically or 
emotionally - if we manage to notice (or remember, or search for and finally make the effort 
to find) the threads that connect us, they can warm even the coldest nights. 

Each reader will interpret the story in their own way. But if we focus on what’s good and 
what connects us, this book becomes a beautiful gift for those who are far away—physically 
or otherwise - and for young readers as a gentle lesson in patience, generosity, and friendship. 

Perfect for preschool and early readers: Short, meaningful.  Rich, colorful illustrations that 
tell the story in their own right with a bonus spread at the end explaining hibernation and 
aestivation in the animal world” 

 - Ma Kore book reviews website 


